To, “The undeserving maintain power.....
by promoting hysteria”
- Frank Herbert

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held hlgh
Where knowledge is free f

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments

By narrow domestic walls

Where words come out from the depth of truth

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfecti
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way \
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Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake... | responsible for the same.  (For circulan):;n among selectiveF:)erons only.)
- Rabindranath Tagore May 2016

Political 'y I IMCOrre cCt. . . “Ydratherbe Historically Accurate than..Politically Correct..”

Dear Readers,

Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit
Where the mind is led forward by thee

In this month of May, we celebrate Rabindranath Tagore’s 155th birth anniversary. This issue is dedicated to Tagore’s
vision of Unfettered, Fearless Man, a man who moulds his destiny. This vision which is diminishing by the year, where
Man is fearful of being “historically accurate”, where to be “politically correct” is more important than to be
“morally correct.”

As the summer heat graduates from mild to fierce to oppressive, as the plants wilt, as the animals rest in somnolent
lethargy, it seems to me that a feverish madness has gripped men all around me. News reports of bestiality against
women (the gang rape of the medical student in Daman by engineering students, the rape and murder in Kerala
plumbs the depth of public morals) secular and sane voices silenced in Bangladesh by machete wielding
fundamentalists, columnists making inane comments (Will-Kate’s sartorial preferences), speculation labeled ‘news’
(the Prime Minister’s degrees) Ministries interfering in institutes of renown (PhDs on the Prime Minister’s pet
projects, IITs to embark on Sanskrit language teaching. Maybe someday soon they will want all [IMs to teach astrology
to predict economic downturns better.)

To quote Nietzsche, ‘Madness is rare in individuals-but in groups, political parties, nations and ages, it is the rule’. We,
who smile at Mallya jokes on social media, would do well to remember that the joke is on us, the taxpaying investors.
(Mallya is laughing all the way to his newly bought apartment.) When the Shahrukh
Khan controversy broke out many so called “Nationalists” posted angry messages
urging audiences to boycott Shahrukh’s movies, how come the same people did not
post messages urging people not to consume Kingfisher beer. May be their
“Nationalism fervor” was chilled with the beer...!!!

The Panama paper Leak- Amir Khan invited scorn and angry volcanic eruption at his

insensitive remark but Mr. Bachchan’s integrity and patriotism are not even
questioned in spite of the magnitude of the alleged money laundered. {no one labelled him “anti-national”) Why? He
happens to be the darling of the masses and hence is off limits.

So, in this country, you can pocket the country’s wealth but can’t express fear or insecurity.

CRYING FOR
JUSTICE!

OCOPS... JUSTICECRYNG V!

; )

It is time to mtrospect about the ‘state of the nation” when the Chief Justice of India is reduced to tears in public in
presence of the Prime Minister. If a man in one of the most powerful positions in the country is fearful and frustrated

at the malaise, cannot an ordinary citizen feel the same more intensely?? P.T.O.



In this issue we explore this climate of Fear. Sociologist Ashforth in his “State of Fear” discussed potentially
destructive sides of leadership and identified what he referred to as “petty tyrants”, i.e., leaders who exercise a
tyrannical style of management. Partial or intermittent negative reinforcement can create fear and doubt. An
authoritarian style of leadership may create a climate of fear, where there is little or no room for dialogue and where
complaining may be considered futile. The frustration of the Chief Justice of India is as justified as that of the Khans.
The Women Brigade deserve a pat on the back for breaking yet another barrier of an exclusive male domain- the
sanctum of the Trimbakeshwar temple after a forced entry into the Shani temple. But we need to ask if such victories
serve to detract from key issues in gender discrimination?

-Vahhbiz Engineer, Niraj Naik, Hardik Gandhi & Editorial Team

Clinrnmate of Fear. - o

Where the mind is filled with fear, And the Head Hangs Low (apologies Tagoreji)

My mind goes back to my school days when | had to recite Tagore’s poem for my English class.
To Tagore’s many epithets, | would certainly like to add another one-‘seer’. He, in his wisdom,
probably foresaw the plight of his country and penned the poem as an inspirational song for
troubled times.

There is so much hype over ‘nationalism’. In these troubled times, everyone fears being ‘on the
wrong side’, wrong side of who? There are no clear answers. Do we understand ‘nationalism’?
Are nationalism and patriotism synonymous? Who is Anti-national? These days most people in
public life are afraid of being branded ‘anti national’. After 68 years of independence, the
country suddenly seems to be swarming with anti nationals. (???)

They say, ‘Don’t express your opinion’ Why? Because opinions may be misinterpreted.
Misinterpreted and twisted. You would think food is an innocuous topic. Not anymore. Beef on
the plate has resulted in making ‘dead meat’ of innocent men, in faraway god forsaken villages.

= Freedom of expression is guaranteed. But
@P\E\ express the so called ‘majority’ view. Dissent
/&Jls anti national, even worse ‘seditious’. To
voice your disagreement against the
Government publicly, influentially, and openly
may be detrimental to your general interests.
Every opinion stands to be discredited as
Raghuram Rajan, Governor of RBI discovered.
He said, ‘Andhon mein kana raja’, a turn of
phrase meant as a warning against false
confidence in the economy. It ruffled feathers
and to save his skin, he clarified the next day by
: saying ‘don’t look for insults..Let’s not stifle
i . debate.’
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Illustration by Kunjan Goswami

Benedict Anderson in his work ‘Imagined Communities’ says that Nation is an ‘imagined
community’. Paul James calls it ‘an abstract community’. It is imagined in the sense that some
material and cultural conditions exist in the imagination for shared connections. It is abstract in
the sense that members of a nation are strangers to each other yet each individual experiences
himself as subjectively part of a unity with others. The nation-state emerged as late as the 20th
century on the world scene. Nationalism invokes national identity by contrast with patriotism,
which invokes social conditioning and personal behavior.

This then ‘imagined community’ now finds that a politically organized party has taken on itself
the role of spokespersons for the entire nation. The basic tenets of democracy stand violated
when ‘so called majorityism’ claims to make ‘moral’ decisions for all. The policy of ‘stick and
sword’ used by these ‘patriots’ ensures that everyone falls in line... And stays in line. Those who
dare or defy are accused, using archaic colonial laws, of being anti national.

-Continued-



-Continued-

The latest is ‘Urdu writers must henceforth carry a declaration in their manuscript that the
contents are not ‘anti-national’ (The Times of India, 29th April, 2016) whatever that means.
Does it mean that only Urdu writers are capable of being anti-national? In my opinion Mallya is
far more anti national, having swindled millions of investors of their hard earned money, the
bank managers are anti national for turning a blind eye, the politicians are anti national for
aiding his escape.

The Government may not be solely responsible for this phenomenon of wielding sticks and
swords against ‘anti nationals’ but has added to the problem substantially. Amartya Sen has
rightly pointed out, ‘By buckling to pressure created by those armed with beliefs and
sentiments that need protection even from sunlight the Government is indirectly reinforcing
the misguided in their misdemeanors’.

The Opposition Party led by a weak puppet nicknamed Pappu, has been reduced to a mockery-
shielding its own politicians and family members involved in scams and corruptions, from being
brought to Justice.

Those who use Bhartiya Sanskriti as a prop for their political aims, seem to ignore that the Rig
Veda, the spine of Hinduism, and the Upanishads, the highest in Intellectual Thought are known
to allow for Radical Scepticism. Few people are aware that one can be an agnostic or even an
atheist and yet claim to follow Hinduism. (In its greatness and tolerance, Hinduism is unique in
the world)

Nazi leader Hermann Goering explains how people can be made fearful and to support violence
they otherwise would oppose.

“The people don’t want (violence) War but they can always be brought to the bidding of the
leaders. This is easy All you have to do is tell them to denounce pacifists for lack of patriotism
and for exposing the country to danger. It works the same in every country.”

= My W1 ugers HAPPENING ,
To MY COUHTRY

Many people raise their brows in surprise when asked about
this ‘climate of fear’. Of course we have nothing to fear. India
is an economic power- the ‘tiger’ which has caught up with the
evasive Chinese ‘dragon’, India as a political power has arrived “‘{3’
on the world stage- US which once denied Modi visa, now —-fr
invites him to address the joint session of the US Congress, iy
our Prime Minister was greeted by the Queen of England- Z‘/‘—;‘%—’\-
without the customary gloves and was served tea by her Royal 7, -
self (one of the many Modi fan memes on the internet) Surely —
India has arrived. e
This self aggrandizement in the public is so inflated that any talk of farmers’ suicides in
Maharashtra, starvation deaths in Odissa, students’ detention in JNU, saffronisation of Academic
curricula, favoritism in appointments of academic posts, the Khans’ fear of Fear is also alleged to
be “Anti National”... and effectively silenced.

History lessons are fast forgotten. The Holocaust happened when Germans were happiest. In
Nazi Germany the common man had nothing to fear, Propaganda gave people hope (false), Aryan
culture gave people self belief, Beauty of Work gave people pride (false), Trust in Hitler gave a
sense of security (false).

Only the Untermensch (the germs of destruction)- the minorities, the marginalized, the
disabled, the dissenters, the intellectuals, the Jews- remained but they were easily removed or
silenced into submission. Propaganda had brainwashed majority Germans into turning approvers
or atleast turning a blind eye to persecution. In the background was carried out annihilation of
opponents, choking of sane voices, mayhem of state executions, and the horror of the Holocaust,
killing innocent millions. All this inhumanity was justified by labeling opponents- Anti Germany,
Anti Fatherland, Anti National.

‘Never forget that everything that Hitler did in Germany was legal.’(Martin Luther King Jr.)... but
we all know today how inhuman that was..!!! However all that is legal, is not necessarily
moral...1!!

It could well be said even of our times, ‘Not that one man (a few) had the courage to be evil. But

that millions had not the courage to be good.” (John Fowles) Prof. Vahhibiz Engineer



Feisty Fermimisrmrm o o o

“"Cataract is the third biggest cause of blindness. Religion and politics remains the first two",
was an apt anonymous quote that | came across on a social media site. Religion has blinded
millions over thousands of years and gender discrimination is at its worst when it happens in
the garb of religion. Consider medieval times, with their witch hunts, when thousands of
women were burnt alive labelling them as witches and evil. But, one doesn't ever hear of
wizard (male-witch) hunts. Women being forced to commit ‘Sati’, women as child brides.
Consider taboos. Most taboos directly relate to women and their bodies. A menstruating
woman, a post natal mother is considered 'impure and polluting'. In many homes, they are
deemed unworthy of touching the hearth or entering the kitchen. Women are barred from
entering places of worship and women themselves fearing the wrath of gods comply with these
religious dictates.

Some women's organizations decided to contest these misogynist claims. They had to approach
the judiciary for their fundamental rights. Taking a swipe at religious customs and temple entry
restrictions, violating women's constitutional rights the Supreme Court ruled that no temple
or governing body can bar women from entering the famous Sabarimala temple complex in
Kerala. The 3-judge Special Bench pulled up the Travancore Devaswom Board who manages the
shrine. The board countered that the prohibition was based on custom followed in the past
century. Justice Mishra asked for proof whether women could not enter the sanctum since the
origin of the temple 1500 years ago. The petition was filed by The Indian Young lawyers
Associations which sought a lifting of the ban on entry of women in the age group 10-50 years.

With the success, the Bhumata Ranragini Brigade, a women’s organization, with president
Trupti Desai also sought entry into the Shani Shinganapore Temple in Ahmednagar district. The
temple had barred women from entering the sanctum. After much protest and high drama,
women anointed the 5 foot high black stone worshipped as Lord Shani.

Even before the claps for breaking this gender barrier had died, came news reports of the gang
rape in Daman followed by the horrific gang rape and murder in Kerala. Violence against
women should be seen as oppression by a dominant patriarchal society rather than as stray
incidents of lust. We can shout ourselves hoary with cries of Bharat's Mata ki Jay (Forced or
Voluntary) but as long as women are not respected in this overarching, overbearing and all
pervasive patriarchy, even Bharat Mata's head will hang in shame. Prof. Valihbiz Enginaer
"Women entered Shani temple's inner sanctum. The women are
worshipping Shani in the temple. By doing so, Shani's eyes would
fall on women and this would result in increase of rape incidents,"
- Swami Swarupanand, Shankaracharya of Dwaraka-Sharda Peeth
Source: TO! ANI [ Apr 11, 2016, 04.33PM IST

"The lifting of ban on the directive of the court orders is a welcome change that all
religious places across the country should embrace. All are equal in the eyes of GOD
and worshipping any God is the fundamental right of women as much as it is for men.
| wonder how Shani, Chhayaputra (son of Surya and Chhaya), the lord of justice would |
react to the insensitive remarks made by Indian religious leaders."

Prof. (Dr.) Pariza Kamboj, Professor and Head of The Computer Engg. Department- SCET

The ideas and ideologies pertaining to our Gods along with the sanctum sanctorum
owe their origin to the human mind... the divide creates room for political mileage
only..

The question now is where are we headed in this war....or we just helplessly stand
entangled in our own web of beliefs and perceptions!

Prof.(Dr.) Swati Sharma, Professor and Head of The Environment Audit Cell- SCET




’Some Inspirational VMVIioments. ..

\The Republic Day, 26th January 2016 was
‘celebrated by nearly 80 teachers and
_Principals alongwith 800 students of

¥ Sarvajanik Education Society in
4 . : 8 collaboration with SMC by organising
B e U Sl Cleanliness drive at Dumas...

Recently elected MLA Ms. Zankhanaben Patel (Daughter of Late Shri Rajabhai Patel) attended the
event and appreciated the efforts of students and teachers...

On 22nd February, 2016 SCET-Architecture and P T SCIENCE college students
and staff implemented 'NO VEHICLE DAY' ... All students and staff came
without vehicles to college... And later staff of both colleges was invited to
tea by Dr. Pruthulbhai, Principal- P.T. Science College... The fellowship was
also attended by Hon'ble Chairman Shri Yatish Parekh and Shri Kamlesh Yagnik
and most inspiring was that Hon'ble Chairman of SES- Sarvajanik Education
Society also joined the staff members on cycle...

A small gesture can bring a big change...!!!

On 27th February 2016, Post convocation programme for the academic year 2015-2016 was
conducted by SCET-Architecture at the Amphitheatre. Shri Veljibhai Sheta, Chairman-IGBC Surat
Chapter & President-CREDAI Surat gave away the certificates and Degree.

On the same day, IGBC Student Chapter was launched by Shri Veljibhai Sheta, Ar. Snehal Shah
and Prof. Bhavna Vimawala.

In Autodesk India BIM software modelling competition 2015, SCET-
Architecture won 1st and 3rd position in the Regional Rounds.
' Winners (Aayushi Gajjar and Disha Shroff, both students of 3rd year,
SCET-Architecture) were invited for presentation at Singapore in March 2016
- and their trip was sponsored by AutoDesk.

1A Awards for Excellence in Architecture

The research study ‘“People & Their Spaces: City to Waterfront” by
Prof. Bhavna Vimawala won IIA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
ARCHITECTURE 2015 for RESEARCH studies.

The IIA Awards announced at the Crossroads in Calicut are the most
prestigious recognition which acknowledge excellence and creativity
in the field of architecture and design among 500 entries in various
categories.

Best Paper in PORTUS PLUS magazine, lItaly

- Prof. Bhavna Vimawala’s research study on “Transformation of waterfront and its relationship to
the city:Case of port city Surat, India” is also recognised by PORTUS PLUS, E-Magazine, Italy as Best
Paper.

Her research paper “Cities and Waterfronts in Global North and South: A case of Indian perception”
is selected for oral presentation in a conference at Brazil in July, 2016.



Global Exposure Programme...

52 like-minded persons, architects, students joined the International
Global exposure program which was organised in April,2016. The group
visited the cities of Moscow, St. Petersburg in Russia and Helsinki in
. Finland. The visit gave insights into the political history and
Architecture. Most of the historical cathedrals were in Russian Romantic
style. Nothing similar can be found in the entire millennium of Byzantine
tradition. Most of the churches dazzled with gilt cupolas, complexity
and interleaving of manifold details.

The buildings of St. Petersburg, the Royal
capital founded by Peter the Great were
grand, magnificent and astounding.

Helsinki, the capital of Finland spread over
25 islands impressed with its architecture,
friendly people and scenic sea vistas.

Prof. Prakruti Desai presented her M.Arch. Thesis on “Inner city revitalisation:
Transforming obsolescence into opportunity: Case of Inner city Surat” at the
National level IUDI Thesis seminar organised by Institute of Urban Design India
(1UDI) and hosted by R V College of Architecture, Bangalore on 12-13 March 2016.

Prof. Vishal Shah, SCET-Architecture was shortlisted for the National I1A AWARDS for
excellence in Architecture, 2015 for the project of 'Reinventing Rander' in
Architecture Unbuilt category. He presented the same on 8th April 2016 at the event
Crossroads 2016. The project is about creating Master Plan of Rander area while
retaining its original identity. The project envisions spaces for people by judicious
networking of public spaces and thus recreating an identity for the place.

’Congratulations...!!! To SCET-Architecture Family...

AAERT & The SSB- Faculty of Architecture, SCET received the Golden Jubilee Award 2014-15 for the Most

Outstanding Institute at the Award function of SGCCI- SOUTHERN GUJARAT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY at Taj Gateway, Surat on 16th April, 2016...
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The Southern Gujarai Chamber of Commerce & Ind'
SGCCI Golden Jubilee Memorial Trust 3

ArConnect, c/o, SCET - Architecture, Surat Kindly mail your contributions to: arconnect11@gmail.com



